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XXXIX.—Letters, Announcements, &c. 


We have received the following letters, addressed to the 
Editors of ‘The Ibis :?— 

233 Beacon Street, Boston. 
July 11, 1878. 

Sirs,—It is some time since I wrote to you concerning 
the explorations in the Rio-Grande region of South-western 
Texas which have been kept up with considerable activity by 
my young friend Dr. James C. Merrill, of the U.S. Army. 
I have therefere all the more to communicate. 

Last spring Dr. Merrill found a Hawk’s nest on the top 
of a low yucca-tree not five feet from the ground. He shot 
the parent, but it escaped, though desperately wounded, to 
where it could not be traced. From the size and general 
appearance of the eggs and the position of the nest, so cha- 
racteristic of Hypotriorchis femoralis, I inferred it might be 
this species; but Dr. Merrill thought the bird, as he saw it, 
was something different, perhaps Falco mexicanus. But the 
present spring more nests have been taken, the parents 
secured, and my conjectures have been verified. We are thus 
assured that this species breeds within our limits, where before 
it has only been once taken as a chance visitor. 

A Vireo, shot by Dr. Merrill last fall, and sent to Dr. 
Coues for identification, but which he failed to recognize as 
other than one of our common species, has been identified by 
Mr. Ridgway as a genuine Vireo flavoviridis, an entirely new 
species to our fauna, although included by Baird in the 
Smithsonian Catalogue as among the possibilities. 

A Sturnella, obtained about the same time, Mr. Ridgway 
decides to be a true S. mexicana, also new to our fauna. 

On the 10th of May last Dr. Merrill wrote me the follow- 
ing interesting note about a Hawk, which now proves also 
to be a new bird to our fauna :—“ On the 2nd (of May) I 
found two large Hawks’ nests, also placed in yuccas, each 
containing one egg measuring 2°35 by 1°91 and 2°35 by 
1°85. This is the Hawk spoken of by Mr. Sennett in his 
list as Archibuteo ferrugineus; but I very much doubt this 
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identification, for the differences in the plumage are too great 
to be merely varietal.” 

From the verbal account of the bird sent by letter, Mr. 
Ridgway thought it might prove to be the rare Buteo coopers ; 
but on taking it to Washington it has been ascertained to 
be Buteo albicaudatus of Vieillot, a not uncommon bird in 
Mexico, but never before taken within our territory. 

It also turns out that the Scops found in the valley of the 
Rio Grande is not the Scops maccalli of Cassin, as has been 
all along supposed, but your Guatemalan variety, race, or 
species—what you will—Scops enano. What makes this de- 
termination the more unintelligible is the fact that, according 
to the Pacific R. R. Reports, vol. ix., S. maccaili was de- 
scribed from a Texan type. Cassin undoubtedly had also Cali- 
fornian specimens before him, all of them of the species now 
recognized as the true S. maccalli, and hence the confusion of 
the two forms by him. 

Since the above was written, and before I had an oppor- 
tunity of forwarding it, I have received a letter from Mr. 
Sennett; and as it gives me several interesting ornithological 
notes from the same region, I will briefly mention them. 

The eggs of Sennett’s new Dove, called Achmopitila albi- 
frons, instead of being white are of a decided olive hue, The 
species new to our fauna secured by Mr. Sennett are Croto- 
phaga sulcirosiris (in the Smithsonian list, but without evi- 
dence), Pitangus derbianus, and a Flycatcher whose name 
he does not mention. Mr. Sennett has also taken in Texas 
specimens of Scops enano and Buteo albicaudatus. 

Yours &c., 
Tuomas M. Brewer. 


P.S. I have just ascertained that the small rare Flycatcher 
taken by Mr. Sennett, and new to our fauna, is Ornithion 
incanescens, a but little-known species, and one that no one 
would have looked for as likely to turn up in the United 
States. Ornithologically, you see, we are extending a pro- 
tectorate over the feathered inhabitants of Mexico and Cen- 
tral America, or rather they are seeking it. 
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Heligoland, August 29, 1878. 
Srrs,—As perhaps it may interest some of the readers of 
‘The Ibis,’ I beg leave to inform you that on the 20th inst. 
—- Larus affinis, Reinhardt, = L. cachinnans, Pall., =L. borealis, 
Brandt, was shot here, being the first instance of its capture off 
this island. The coloration of the back and outer wing- 
coverts forms an exact middle shade between the slaty black 
of L. fuscus and the light grey of L. argentatus. The specimen 
being in the moult for its winter-dress, the marks on the 
feathers of the neck appear darker than those of any Gull I 
know of; in fact these arrow-shaped marks may be termed 
pure black. 
About the identity of the species no doubt whatever exists, 
as I have been able to compare the specimen with one of L. 
affinis in my possession, obtained by Dr. Otto Finsch on the 
Ob during his recent Siberian excursion. 
I am, yours &c., 


H. GÄTKE. 


Sirs,—Through the kindness of Dr. Günther I have been 
entrusted with the preparation of the volume of the Cata- 
logue of Birds containing the Sylviidee, a group of which the 
British Museum contains an excellent series from all parts of 
the eastern hemisphere. In attempting to arrange the various 
genera belonging to this subfamily, I have been obliged to 
treat some of them in a rather summary manner; and I ven- 
ture to bring a few of my supposed discoveries before the 
readers of ‘The Ibis,’ in the hope that their criticisms may 
confirm or dispel my doubts. 

Whilst describing the species of the genus Acrocephalus, 
I found that A. insularis (of which I have already expressed 
my opinion that A. fasciolatus was the young) was extremely 
aberrant. Firstly, it is the only Acrocephalus in which the 
young bird is decidedly yellow on the underparts. Secondly, 
it is the only species in that genus in which the rictal bristles 
are too small to be discernible with the naked eye. Thirdly, 
its tail is much more rounded than that of any of its com- 
panions. And fourthly, it is aberrant in having the upper 
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parts uniform in colour, instead of being paler on the edges 
of the wing-coverts and inner secondaries. I find that by 
removing this species into the genus Locustella, in which I 
propose to place it, all these four peculiarities become typical, 
instead of aberrant; and the species will stand as Locustella 
fasciolata (Gray). 

In attempting to find a niche among the Sylviide for the 
genus Malurus, I could find no place where it would fit 
naturally ; and after an examination of its wide depressed bill 
and long rictal bristles, I handed it over to my friend Mr. 
Sharpe to place amongst the Muscicapide, where it seemed 
much more at home by the side of the equally gay-coloured 
Todopsis. 

For the same reasons I rejected the genus Gerygone, and 
hope to see it also absorbed into the Muscicapide. ` 

Some time ago I made a raid upon the genus Abrornis, and 
endeavoured to absorb several species hitherto generally placed 
in it into Phylloscopus, namely A. fuliginiventris, A. erochroa, 
A. maculipennis, and A. viridipennis. I now propose to make 
away with the remaining species of this genus, A. schisticeps, 
A. flaviventris, A. poliogenys, A. albogularis, A. castaneiceps, 
and perhaps some others, and consign them, along with Cu- 
licipeta burkiu, C. tephrocephala, C. cantator, and C. trivir- 
gata, as well as Tickellia hodgsoni and the African Pindalus 
ruficapillus, to the Muscicapidee. I am also inclined to think 
that Phylloscopus umbrovirens would look better as a Phyl- 
loscopine Muscicapa than as a Muscicapine Sylvia, and might 
appear as Pindalus umbrovirens (Rupp.). 

If it were possible to place the genera of birds in a lineal 
arrangement, so that nearly allied genera should be in close 
proximity, I should like to see the Muscicapide close by 
the genus Culicipeta, to be followed by Phylloscopus as the 
first genus of the Sylvida. Any one who has watched the 
Willow-Warblers will admit that they are excellent fly- 
catchers, and catch flies on the wing almost as habitually as 
the Flycatchers themselves. 

Yours &c. 
London, Sept. 10, 1878. Henry SEEBOHM. 
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West Wickham, Kent, 
Sept. 14, 1878. 

Srrs,—In Messrs. Blakiston and Pryer’s list of the birds 
of Japan, published in the July number of ‘The Ibis’ for 
the present year (pp. 209-250), but two species of Garrulus, 
G. brandti and G. japonicus, are recorded as being natives 
of Japan. To these Garrulus lidthi of Bonaparte (P. Z. S. 
1850, p. 80, t. xvii.) should certainly be added; for though 
for a long time its exact patria was uncertain, yet now there 
can be little doubt (conf. Count Salvadori’s observations iu 
Atti Acc. Reale Tor. vii. pp. 473-476 [1872], duly noticed in 
‘The Ibis’ [1873, p. 478] and ‘Zoological Record’ [1872, 
p. 53]) that Japan is the true habitat of this fine Jay. I 
believe, however, that the exact island or islands where it 
occurs have yet to be ascertained. 

I am, yours &c., 


W. A. FORBES. 


The Bremen Museum.—Dr. Finsch has, as many of our 
readers will regret to hear, resigned the Curatorship of the 
Bremen Museum, which he has held for a period of fifteen 
years, in order to undertake a scientific mission to the Pacific. 
Dr. Finsch will leave Europe for San Francisco and Honolulu 
as soon as the publication of the results of the North-German 
Siberian Expedition are completed. He is succeeded at 
Bremen by Dr. Ludwig, lately Assistant in the Zoological 
Museum of Göttingen. 


Carus’s ‘ Zoologischer Anzeiger?’ —We beg leave to call the 
attention of our readers to the new serial which Prof. J. 
Victor Carus, of Leipzig, is now bringing out under this name. 
The ‘Zoologischer Anzeiger?’ gives the titles of all newly 
published works on zoology, as also of papers published in 
periodicals, and thus forms a kind of sequel to the well-known 
‘Bibliotheca Zoologiæ’ of Carus and Engelmann. Short sci- 
entific communications and other notices are also inserted, as 
likewise lists of the names and addresses of the occupants of 
official posts in Museums, Universities, and other scientific 
institutions. Four numbers are already issued. 
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New Work on Cage-Birds.—Dr. Anton Reichenow, of the 
Berlin Museum, has commenced a new illustrated work on 
foreign cage-birds, under the title ‘ Vogelbilder aus fernen 
Zonen? It is published by Th. Fischer, of Cassel, and the 
drawings are by Mutzel. The first part is devoted to the 
Parrots. l 


Socotra.—We are glad to say that there is some prospect of 
our shortly obtaining some insight into the zoology of Socotra. 
The British Association have appointed a committee to con- 
sider what can be done towards the investigation of this terra 
incognita, and have made a grant of £100 for the purpose 
under their auspices. A very competent naturalist is likely 
to undertake an expedition there in the course of the ensuing 
winter. As regards the birds of Socotra, our whole know- 
ledge at present is contained in a paragraph of Lieut. Well- 
sted’s Report*, which includes “ Bats” and “ Cassowaries ” 
in the avifauna. We hope before another year has passed to 
have some more definite information on this interesting 
subject. 


We are sorry to hear that the valuable collection of Chinese 
birds made by our lamented Member, the late Mr. Robert 
Swinhoe, F.R.S., which contains about 3700 skins, referable 
to some 650 species, is still undisposed of. It was offered, 
we are told, to the British Museum, but, as has often hap- 
pened in such cases, declined. It would be greatly to be 
lamented if this collection, which contains about 200 types 
of species first described by Myr. Swinhoe, and the originals 
of his numerous papers on Chinese ornithology, should pass 
out of the country. We still hope it will find a resting-place 
where it may remain accessible, as heretofore, to British 
ornithologists. 


Obituary. 
ANDREW ANDERSON, an able and zealous Indian ornitho- 
logist, and a Member of our Union, who died in July of the 


* Journ. R. Geogr. Soe, v. p. 204 (1835), 
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present year, spent most of his life in India, im the Indian 
Civil Service. At the time of the Indian Mutiny he was 
one of the twelve gallant civilians who so successfully de- 
fended the Billiard Room at Arra against the mutineers. In 
1869 he came home on furlough; and before returning to 
India in October 1871, he became a Fellow of the Zoological 
Society of London and a Member of the British Ornitho- 
logists’ Union. On his return to India he became District- 
Judge at Futtehgurh, which post in the service he held until 
his death. At Futtehgurh he found ample field for his orni- 
thological pursuits ; and that he made good use of his oppor- 
tunities is evinced by his able and careful papers contributed 
to ‘The Ibis’ and to the Zoological Society between 1871 
and 1878. 

All his letters to his various naturalist friends in this country 
showed the enthusiasm with which he entered into this con- 
genial work, and the extreme care he always bestowed upon 
minute details in his observations—an important qualification 
in an accurate field naturalist. 

In June 1877 he came again to England, but this time in 
bad health ; and for many weeks he was an invalid and confined 
to his room. He temporarily recovered, and was able occa- 
sionally to visit his friends, and during the short time that 
elapsed before his death took as keen an interest as ever in 
his natural-history pursuits. 


We greatly regret to report the death of another of our 
Members, Mr. Henry Durnford, which took place at Salta, 
in Bolivia, on the llth of July last. After returning from 
Patagonia, as mentioned in the first article in this number, 
Mr. Durnford had started on an expedition to the northward 
when the melancholy event which we record took place. As 
no particulars have yet reached this country, we defer a more 
lengthened notice of this ardent ornithologist till our next 
issue. 


Another energetic traveller, Mr. E. C. Buxton, has also 
passed away. Mr. Buxton’s name will be best known to the 
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readers of ‘The Ibis’ for the useful collection of birds he 
formed in the island of Sumatra, which formed the subject 
of Lord Tweeddale’s article in the last volume of this Journal 
(Ibis, 1877, pp. 288-323). On his return from the east Mr. 
Buxton undertook an exploring journey to the Niger, where, 
after a short illness, he met his death. 


